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people in the town, the post became 
the catalyst for a meeting of several 
people who set to work combining 
their knowledge and resources to form 
a dance group.

The first dance practice was held 
November 20, 2022.

“We had one song at that point,” 
Cunningham said. 

The song had originated in Unalak-
leet in the 1800s and tells a story of car-
ibou hunting. It had been translated 
in 2020 through the efforts of a group 
of people with Unalakleet roots who 
wished to bring back songs that had 
been tucked away during the many 
years of Westernization. The group, 
including Ayyu Qassataq, Adrienne 
Blatchford, Theresa John, and others, 
practiced the song and, with help, put 
moves to it.

Linda Cooper, a founding member 
of the dance group with Cunningham 
and at the time a bilingual and bicul-
tural teacher at the Unalakleet school, 














